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The Crucible Introduction
Pages 1230-1237
Read the Introduction and the opening 3 pages of Act 1 and answer the questions below using complete sentences. Make sure that all of the parts of the questions are answered.  All answers should be well explained and elaborate!
Arthur Miller 
1. Why was Arthur Miller’s enrollment into the University of Michigan delayed? 

2. What social situation did Miller intend to criticize with The Crucible? 
3. In a minimum of 3 sentences explain what influenced Miller to write The Crucible. 
4. After reading Miller's explanation for why he wrote The Crucible, explain how the situation he describes could relate to a modern day situation. Be specific!
5. Even though Miller wasn't a communist, what inclinations did he share with communism?
6. What famous movie star did Miller marry?
Background

7. How many people were killed during the witch craft hysteria of 1692?
8. What was the motivation for most witch hunts?
9. What led the Puritans to their feelings of paranoia? 
10. What pattern have many historians seen in the witch trial accusations? What is implied by their findings? Be specific!
11. Most historians feel that witch accusations occurred because of mass hysteria. Explain in your own words the definition of mass hysteria. Give an example to support your point.

Preview

12. Describe a situation that you have heard of or were a part of that is similar to that described in Connecting to the Literature. 
13. What valuable information can stage directions give a reader?
14. What is different about Arthur Miller's style of writing that allows the readers to enter the world of the play?
15. How can a reader of a play figure out a character’s motives?
Act 1 – Pages 1234 - 1237

16. What can you infer about Reverend Parris from the stage directions that open up Act 1? 

17. How does Miller describe Reverend Parris in the opening paragraphs? What is your initial feelings about Parris? 

18. How did the people in this time period view children? What are some implications of the way they treat children. Explain your answer. 

19. How does Miller describe early Puritan life in Salem?  What does he want the reader to know about them?

20. What was the duties of the “two-man patrol”? What does this tell you about the people of Salem? Make sure your answer is elaborate. 
21. According to Miller, how did the people of Salem treat the Native Americans? How did they view the forests in which the Indians lived? 

22. According to Miller, what belief have we inherited from the Puritans?  Explain what Miller is talking about. Use a specific example to support your point. 

23. Miller says that the Salem tragedy developed from a paradox. In your own words explain what the paradox is. Use specific details to support your point. 
24. According to Miller, what were the true motives of the people of Salem for accusing their neighbors of witchcraft? 
25. Miller says that today’s society has many similarities to the Salem witch trials. Based on what Miller has described in the opening pages, explain at least one way our society is similar to Puritan society. 
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