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Thanatopsis – pages 267 - 269
1. What is personified in the beginning of the poem? How do you know what is personified? Explain your answer. 
2. Bryant uses the phrase “bitter hour” in line 9. What does this bitter hour symbolize? 
3. Bryant paints a very dark image of death in lines 9-13, but what does he urge dying people to do? 
4. According to the “still voice” in line 17, what will happen to the individual being when he or she dies? 
5. In what ways doe the images in lines 27-30 enforce the idea of what is going to happen when we die?

6. What is the mood like in the first 30 lines of the poem?  Use examples to support your point. 
7. Copy down one of Bryant’s images in lines 31-72 and explain how it adds to the tone of the poem. Cite the lines where the image is found in the poem.
8. What is Bryant’s final message to the reader in his last stanza (lines73 - 81)? 
9. What is Bryant’s overall feeling about death?  Use examples to support your answer. 
10. In what ways can Nature provide insight into the mysteries of life and death? Explain your answer.  

11. What is your overall impression of Bryant’s Thanatopsis? Do you agree with his view of death?  Explain BOTH answers. 

12. How is Bryant’s view of Death and Nature in Thanatopsis similar to Longfellow’s in The Tide Rises, The Tide Falls? Explain you answer. 
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