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English 11
190 points total – each journal is worth 35 points each.

Journals 1 – 6 due Friday, October 2nd   
Journal responses are worth 35 points each, unless labeled otherwise. Responses should be a minimum of 3 paragraphs (an average paragraph is usually 5 complete sentences) and should address the entire journal topic. Journal responses will be graded based on their Clarity, Precision, Logic, Accuracy, Relevance, Depth, and Breadth. These concepts can be found on the Universal Intellectual Standards handout. 
1. 8/21/15 – “Life may not be the party we hoped for, but while we are here we might as well dance.” – Anonymous. Explain what the quote means and compare it to the theme of the song Lovelife by Atmosphere. You must identify the theme of the song in order to compare it to what the quote means. Use specific quotes from the song as evidence to support your point. 
2. 8/28/15– Jonathan Edwards’ fiery sermon, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” was meant to scare his congregation and drive them to repent for their wicked ways. In your own words, explain if you think it is ok to use extreme persuasive tactics to convince someone to do something that will benefit their overall well being. Use specific detailed examples to support your point. Consider other points of view.

3. 9/4/15 – In Nathaniel Hawthorne’s “The Minister’s Black Veil” the people of the Puritan village persecute Mr. Hooper for wearing a black veil. While on his death bed, Mr. Hooper looks around and says, “lo! On every visage a black veil.” Explain what message Hawthorne is sending the reader with Hooper’s persecution and his quote at the end of the story. Use specific examples to support your point. 
4. 9/11/15 – Hester Prynne is publically shamed for her great ignominy and forced to wear a scarlet “A” on her bosom for the rest of her life to serve as a living sermon of her iniquity.  Hester accepts her punishment and chooses to stay in Boston and face public ridicule every time she walks through the town.  What is the best way to deal with shameful iniquity? Should you run and hide and deny your guilt? Or should you embrace your fate and shame that comes with it?  Choose a side and use specific detailed examples to support your point. Make sure you address other points of view.
5. 9/18/15 – Dimmesdale’s physical suffering obviously stems from a dark secret he keeps deep in his heart. If Dimmesdale is in so much physical pain from keeping a secret why doesn’t he just tell someone and clear his conscience and improve his health? Explain why you think Dimmesdale refuses to make his secret public. Use specific examples to support your point. Hint: Think about what Dimmesdale represents to the people of Boston.  How do they view him and how do they treat him?
6. 9/25/15 – The Scarlet Letter Free Write – Write freely about your thoughts and feelings regarding The Scarlet Letter. You can discuss your overall feelings about the characters and plot. Or you can simply voice your opinions about reading the book.  Anything is acceptable as long as you discuss The Scarlet Letter in some way.  Your response must be at least 15 sentences. This journal response is worth 15 points.
PROOF READ YOUR JOURNALS! 

Things that you should know before you print your journals:

The journal assignment will not be accepted unless you have a handwritten and typed copy of the journal topics and responses. Typed journals will not be graded if the written journal is not complete.  The 2 copies do NOT have to be identical, but the typed response should be an improvement from the written response.  If the written response only has one or two sentences and is not complete then the typed response will receive a ZERO!  Anyone caught copying the typed version of their journals onto their written copy of their journals will automatically receive a ZERO for the entire set of journals. The writing process should be completed in the appropriate order or else the entire assignment will receive a ZERO!
5 points will be deducted from each journal response for the following errors: 

· 1. Not writing out the ENTIRE topic.
· 2. Not using punctuation – failure to put a period, question mark, ellipsis, or exclamation point at the end of a sentence. 
· 3. Not capitalizing proper nouns and pronouns (Tehachapi, Mike, I, ect). Not capitalizing titles: Siddhartha, Halo 3, Wal-Mart, Not capitalizing words at the beginning of a sentence. Capitalizing random letters and words that should not be capitalized. 
· 4. Misusing or misspelling the words: I, I’m, there, their, they’re, where, were, we’re, wear, your, you’re, rite, right, write, wright (this is not a word it is someone’s name), cause, because, which, witch, to, too, two, know, no, now, our, are, hole, whole, loose, lose, college, alot (should be a lot). 

· 5. Inappropriate abbreviations: wanna, gonna, sorta, kinda, cuz, LOL, OMG, C, U, R,  and anything similar to any of these.

· 6. Any formatting mistakes that are listed on the Journal Formatting handout. 
Grading Substantial Responses: Journal responses will be assessed and graded on how well they follow the Universal Intellectual Standards of thinking. Responses will be graded on a scale of 1 – 5 points for each of the 7 categories: Clarity, Precision, Logic, Accuracy, Relevance, and Depth, Breadth. These standards can be found on the Universal Intellectual Standards handout.
Journal Procedures:  Journals should be a minimum of 3 paragraphs (an average paragraph is usually 5 complete sentences).  A complete sentence expresses a complete thought.  Proof read your sentences to make sure that they are complete. This means that you should look for sentences that run together or depend on other sentences.  Separate your topics and your responses by indenting the journal responses.
Address the Topic: Make sure that you are following the writing directions; don’t just write about how you feel or what you think, unless the topic specifically asks you what you think.  Don’t refer to yourself in your response unless you are describing a story with you in it or giving a personal narrative.  Don’t write “I think this means” or “I don’t know what this means.” Using these phrases creates a weak tone in your writing and doesn’t help you make your point.  Make sure your response deals with the entire quote or topic; don’t just write about one part of the topic.  Do NOT write filler sentences that you use to take up space and add to your sentence count. For example, don’t write: “That is what the quote means.” Any sentences similar to this example will not be counted as part of your journal response. 
