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240 points total – each journal is worth 35 points each, unless otherwise specified. 
English 11

Journals 18 – 25 due Friday, May 13th 
Journal responses are 35 points each, unless labeled otherwise. Responses should be a minimum of 3 paragraphs (average paragraphs are usually around 5 complete sentences) and should address the entire journal topic. Journal responses will be graded based on their clarity, precision, logic, accuracy, relevance, depth, and breadth. Each category is worth 5 points and will be fully reviewed. These concepts can be found on the Universal Intellectual Standards handout. 
18. 3/14/16 – Write freely about your thoughts and feelings. Your Free Write can be a poem or just your general thoughts about life. 15 sentences - worth 15 points
19. 3/1716 – After reading Langston Hughes’ poem, “What happens to a dream deferred?” describe an important theme that you take away from the poem and explain how you could apply the theme to your life.  Make sure to refer to actual lines in the poem in order to identify the theme that you are discussing. Use specific examples to support your point. Your response should be a minimum of 3 paragraphs. 
20. 4/1/16 – Esperanza chooses Rachel and Lucy as friends over Cathy because she feels they are more like her than Cathy. Think about the friendships that you have. 1. Analyze one of your closest friendships. 2. What do your reasons for being friends with someone tell you about your views about friendship? Use specific examples to support your point. 
21. 4/8/16 – Esperanza finds beauty in the skinny trees outside of her house. She seems to see herself in the trees and learn from them. Think about something in your daily life that would best represent you. In your response, thoroughly explain how this “something” represents you and how you might learn from it. 
22. 4/15/16 – The House on Mango Street Free Write – Write freely about your thoughts and feelings on the book The House on Mango Street. 15 sentences - worth 15 points
23. 4/22/16 – In Fahrenheit 451, Guy Montag’s wife Mildred is disconnected from her husband because she is so enthralled by her parlor shows and the stimuli from her seashell earphones. After reading section 1 of Fahrenheit 451, explain how Mildred is a symbol for the implications of technology and social media in today’s society.  
24. 4/29/16 – Censorship is the suppression of words, images, or ideas that are considered offensive. Censorship happens whenever some people succeed in imposing their personal political or moral values on others. Censorship can be carried out by the government as well as private pressure groups. Once you allow the government to censor someone else, you cede to it the power to censor you, or something you like. Considering this point, do you think that there should be censorship?  Make sure to address the opposing point of view in your response. 
25. 5/6/16 – There are many similarities between the futuristic dystopia of Fahrenheit 451 and our present day society. Think back over the book and discuss a similarity that you feel has important implications on our society.  Explain what Ray Bradbury was trying to say about society and what will happen if our society continues on a similar course. Use specific examples to support your point. 
PROOF READ YOUR JOURNALS! 

Things that you should know before you print your journals:

The journal assignment will not be accepted unless you have a handwritten and typed copy of the journal topics and responses. Typed journals will not be graded if the written journal is not complete.  The 2 copies do NOT have to be identical, but the typed response should be an improvement from the written response.  If the written response only has one or two sentences and is not complete then the typed response will receive a ZERO!  Anyone caught copying the typed version of their journals onto their written copy of their journals will automatically receive a ZERO for the entire set of journals. The writing process should be completed in the appropriate order or else the entire assignment will receive a ZERO!

-5 points for the following errors: 

· 1. Not writing out the ENTIRE topic.

· 2. Not using punctuation – failure to put a period, question mark, ellipsis, or exclamation point at the end of a sentence. 

· 3. Not capitalizing proper nouns and pronouns (Tehachapi, Mike, I, ect). Not capitalizing titles: Siddhartha, Halo 3, Wal-Mart, Not capitalizing words at the beginning of a sentence. Capitalizing random letters and words that should not be capitalized. 

· 4. Misusing or misspelling the words: I, I’m, there, their, they’re, where, were, we’re, wear, your, you’re, rite, right, write, wright (this is not a word it is someone’s name), cause, because, which, witch, to, too, two, know, no, now, our, are, hole, whole, loose, lose, college, alot (should be a lot). 

· 5. Inappropriate abbreviations: wanna, gonna, sorta, kinda, cuz, LOL, OMG, C, U, R,  and anything similar to any of these.

· 6. Any formatting mistakes that are listed on the Journal Formatting handout. 
Grading Substantial Responses: Journal responses will be assessed and graded on how well they follow the Universal Intellectual Standards of thinking. Responses will be graded on a scale of 1 – 5 points for each of the 7 categories: Clarity, Precision, Logic, Accuracy, Relevance, and Depth, Breadth. These standards can be found on the Universal Intellectual Standards handout.

Journal Procedures:  Journals should be a minimum of 3 paragraphs (an average paragraph is usually 5 complete sentences).  A complete sentence expresses a complete thought.  Proof read your sentences to make sure that they are complete. This means that you should look for sentences that run together or depend on other sentences.  Separate your topics and your responses by indenting the journal responses.

