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150 points total – each journal is worth 35 points each, unless otherwise specified. 
English 11


Journals 13 – 17 due Monday, February 29th    
Journal responses are worth 35 points each, unless labeled otherwise. Responses should be a minimum of 3 paragraphs (an average paragraph is usually 5 complete sentences) and should address the entire journal topic. Journal responses will be graded based on their Clarity, Precision, Logic, Accuracy, Relevance, Depth, and Breadth. These concepts can be found on the Universal Intellectual Standards handout. 

0. 1/19/16 – Why Nick? Fitzgerald could have chosen any perspective for his point of view – he primarily used third person narration for his short stories and other novels – but he chose first person and Nick Carraway for The Great Gatsby. At the end of chapter 3 Nick comments that he is “the only honest man he’s ever known.” Can we trust Nick? Based on what you have read so far, explain what you think Nick’s role is in the novel. Use specific examples to support your point. 
0. 1/22/16 - During chapter 5, Nick recognizes something about Gatsby, “the expression of bewilderment had come back into Gatsby’s face, as though a faint doubt had occurred to him to the quality of his happiness… Daisy tumbled short of his dreams - not through her own fault, but because of the colossal vitality of his illusion.” Explain what Nick sees in this quote and how his observation of Gatsby relates to the American Dream. 
0. 1/29/16 – The Great Gatsby Free Write – Write freely about your thoughts and feelings regarding The Great Gatsby. You can discuss your overall feelings about the characters and plot. Or you can simply voice your opinions about reading the book.  Anything is acceptable as long as you discuss The Great Gatsby in some way.  Your response must be at least 15 sentences and is worth 30 points. 
0. 2/5/16 – At the end of the book Fitzgerald writes, “Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic future that year by year recedes before us. It eluded us then, but that’s no matter – tomorrow we will run faster, stretch out our arms farther… And one fine morning – So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the past.” Explain what the quote means and what the green light symbolizes. Use specific examples to support your point. Elaborate on your examples to tie to the topic.     
0. 2/11/16 – Free Write - Write freely about your thoughts and feelings. Your response must be at least 15 sentences and is worth 15 points. 
PROOF READ YOUR JOURNALS! 
Things that you should know before you print your journals:

The journal assignment will not be accepted unless you have a handwritten and typed copy of the journal topics and responses. Typed journals will not be graded if the written journal is not complete.  The 2 copies do NOT have to be identical, but the typed response should be an improvement from the written response.  If the written response only has one or two sentences and is not complete then the typed response will receive a ZERO!  Anyone caught copying the typed version of their journals onto their written copy of their journals will automatically receive a ZERO for the entire set of journals. The writing process should be completed in the appropriate order or else the entire assignment will receive a ZERO!

-5 points for the following errors: 
· 1. Not writing out the ENTIRE topic.
· 2. Not using punctuation – failure to put a period, question mark, ellipsis, or exclamation point at the end of a sentence. 

· 3. Not capitalizing proper nouns and pronouns (Tehachapi, Mike, I, ect). Not capitalizing titles: Siddhartha, Halo 3, Wal-Mart, Not capitalizing words at the beginning of a sentence. Capitalizing random letters and words that should not be capitalized. 

· 4. Misusing or misspelling the words: I, I’m, there, their, they’re, where, were, we’re, wear, your, you’re, rite, right, write, wright (this is not a word it is someone’s name), cause, because, which, witch, to, too, two, know, no, now, our, are, hole, whole, loose, lose, college, alot (should be a lot). 

· 5. Inappropriate abbreviations: wanna, gonna, sorta, kinda, cuz, LOL, OMG, C, U, R,  and anything similar to any of these.

· 6. Any formatting mistakes that are listed on the Journal Formatting handout. 
Grading Substantial Responses: Journal responses will be assessed and graded on how well they follow the Universal Intellectual Standards of thinking. Responses will be graded on a scale of 1 – 5 points for each of the 7 categories: Clarity, Precision, Logic, Accuracy, Relevance, and Depth, Breadth. These standards can be found on the Universal Intellectual Standards handout.

Journal Procedures:  Journals should be a minimum of 3 paragraphs (an average paragraph is usually 5 complete sentences).  A complete sentence expresses a complete thought.  Proof read your sentences to make sure that they are complete. This means that you should look for sentences that run together or depend on other sentences.  Separate your topics and your responses by indenting the journal responses.

Address the Topic: Make sure that you are following the writing directions; don’t just write about how you feel or what you think, unless the topic specifically asks you what you think.  Don’t refer to yourself in your response unless you are describing a story with you in it or giving a personal narrative.  Don’t write “I think this means” or “I don’t know what this means.” Using these phrases creates a weak tone in your writing and doesn’t help you make your point.  Make sure your response deals with the entire quote or topic; don’t just write about one part of the topic.  Do NOT write filler sentences that you use to take up space and add to your sentence count. For example, don’t write: “That is what the quote means.” Any sentences similar to this example will not be counted as part of your journal response. 
