English 11



              Mr. DeGeer


Fahrenheit 451 – A Day Without Technology
As we read Fahrenheit 451, it becomes clear Ray Bradbury felt technology and media were quickly becoming a danger to society. With the multitude of social media sites, cell phones, iPods, ear buds, big screen TVs, and similar technology becoming more prominent almost daily, it’s imperative to take a step back and realize how close we are to reaching Ray Bradbury’s dystopian society. To see how reliant on technology we have become, I am asking you to abandon all of your technology for a full 24 hour period. 
Guidelines:

-You are to give up ALL technological devices and social media (cell phones, Internet, all social media sites, TV, iPads, tablets, video games of all kind, Kindles, any computers, DVD players, mp3 players, or any electronic device that plays music, or anything similar to any of these) for a 24 hour period.  
-Choose a day (probably a weekend) when you can get away with not using any technological devices (especially your phone). 
-Plan a day when you don’t need to use computers and the internet for a school assignment.

-If you do use electronic devices (you can’t resist the temptation), make note of how long you lasted and when and how many times you used them.
-Since I am not going to be grading you on how successful you are, this will be based purely on the honor system. In other words, your grade won’t be better or worse by lying, so why bother?
Presentation: 

Keep notes or a journal to track your thoughts, feelings, activities, and experiences during the experiment. Using your notes come up with an in-class presentation that describes and explains your experiences and discoveries during your 24 hours without technology and social media. You will turn your notes in with your presentation. You should practice and prepare for your presentation. Your presentation should be at least 2 minutes in length (Visual Props 20 points extra credit). The presentation should cover all of the points in the Presentation Rubric.  
Essay:

You will also be writing a 3 page, typed, reaction paper about your experiences. In your paper you should address: Explain at least 3 positive and 3 negative implications that technology and social media has on our society. What does your experience with this project tell you about the effects of technology and social media our society? 

*Your essay will not be graded unless you give an in-class presentation.
Fahrenheit 451 – Technology Presentation Rubric

At the conclusion of the experiment, you will present your findings to the class. Your presentation should cover the following:  

· Were you able to make it the entire time without using technology? How do you feel about completing/not completing the project? (Must have notes from that day) 10 points
· How did the project make you feel? Were you anxious, nervous, etc.? Why? (Must have notes from that day) 10 points

· Did you do anything to take your mind off the lack of technology and social media? What did you do? Did it help? (Must have notes from that day)  10 points
· What did you learn about yourself through doing this project? (your dependency on electronics and social media, your lack of interest in technology, ect) 10 points
· Conducting yourself during your presentation: 20 points/2 points each

Body Language – Keep still, stand up straight, and make eye contact
Composure – Keep calm, not fidgeting  

Voice – Project your voice so you are heard, easy to understand
Flow – Present your findings without too many pauses, cover the full 2 minutes 
Clarity – Express your findings clearly so that the audience understands your presentation
*Visual Props 20 points extra credit –
Presentation: 60 points total 
Your essay will be graded on how well you address the following ideas:   Explain 3 positive and 3 negative implications that technology and social media has on our society. What does your experience with this project tell you about the effects of technology and social media our society? 
Essay: 60 points total 
Presentations and Essays due: Thursday, May 26th

