

Essay Components
The parts that make up an elaborate well thought out essay
Introduction – The first paragraph of your essay that introduces the topic and the main points of the paper.

a. Interesting opener - An interesting question, statement, or quote about the idea behind your topic that gets the reader’s attention. This should be about the idea behind the topic, not about the author, the characters, or the plot.  (Make sure in your rough draft that you add transitional sentences to create a flow between your interesting opener and the rest of your introduction.) Opener should be 2 – 4 sentences.   

b. Introduce the topic/work – Who or what are you writing about? Give the reader valuable information about the book or person you are writing about. Introduce the name of the book and the author if you are writing a literary analysis essay. Give valuable information about the plot of the book and the characters so that the reader can understand your main point. 
c. Thesis Statement - A clear and precise statement that fully addresses your writing topic and states the main point of your essay.  It’s what your paper is trying to prove! 
Body Paragraphs – Multiple paragraphs that use specific examples to support your thesis statement. You should have as many body paragraphs as your have points to prove. 
a. Topic sentence – The main idea of the paragraph and a key point of your analysis. Your topic sentence should state one of the key points from your thesis statement. 
b. Supporting Evidence – Specific examples (paraphrased examples or direct quotations) from the work you are writing about that supports your topic sentence and that is relevant to your thesis statement.  The quote should show and prove the point that you are making in your thesis. Quotes should not be more than 5 lines in your paper. Format quotations correctly:  “A direct quote from the work is a word for word example,” (Author’s last name pg# of quote).  Example:  “Direct quote from book,” (Golding 22). 
c. Explanation – Elaborate on the evidence you find by explaining its meaning and tying it to your thesis statement.  Explain how your example proves your thesis. Make sure that your views are relevant to your thesis statement.  Your explanation should be as long, if not longer than your supporting example!  
Conclusion – The last paragraph that ties up your essay.
a. Restate your thesis in a memorable way.  Don’t copy your introduction!
b. Summarize your main points.  Try not to copy your main points word for word.  
c. Interesting closer – Leave readers with a closing thought to consider.  Make sure your closer is relevant to your paper topic and your thesis statement.  
Writing an Essay: The Writing Process
Pre-write: The purpose of pre-writing is to figure out what you want to write about and help you develop the thesis statement for your essay.  

Your pre-write should include: 1. Topic – write out the topic you want to write about and underline the actual directions in the topic that you should do in your paper. 

2. Brainstorming – generate ideas on your topic to come up with examples to support your thesis using one of the following brainstorming techniques: Free Writing - Writing down any ideas that come to your mind about your topic, just letting your ideas flow, trying to come up with as many ideas as possible; Organized List – Making an orderly list of ideas about your topic; Webbing Ideas – Connecting ideas by visually linking them to one another. 3. Thesis Statement - a clear sentence that fully addresses the instructions that you underlined in your paper topic.
· Separate each part of your Pre-write so that it is easy to see and be identified.
Outline: The purpose an outline is to piece your ideas together in a logical order so that you make sure you have all the parts you should have in your essay. In your outline you should write down ideas for each essay component that is supposed to be in your paper. Your outline must fit the required outline format below. Each paragraph in your outline will be a labeled with a roman numeral (I, II, III, IV, V, VI, ect.) and each component in your essay should be labeled a, b, or c in your outline. If you don’t use the labels in your outline you will not get credit. You should NOT write full on paragraphs or use transitional sentences in your outline. 
You must outline all of the paragraphs in your essay and your outline must fit the required structure below:

I. Introduction - 1st paragraph
a. Interesting opener

b. Introduce the topic 
c. Thesis statement
 II.-?    Body Paragraphs – Each body paragraph should have a different roman numeral representing it.  

a. Topic sentence

b. Supporting example
c. Explanation
· You should have a body paragraph for every major point you are trying to make. Each body paragraph should be about a separate point that supports your thesis statement.  

      Last Roman numeral         Conclusion - Last paragraph
a. Restate your thesis in different words

b. Summarize main points

c. Interesting closer
Outline Example: This is an example of what a completed outline should look like. Notice that there are no transitional sentences and that the paragraphs are not fully written out. This is merely a way to put down the ideas for your essay in their correct order. You should have your paraphrased examples and direct quotes listed in your outline with the page numbers where they came from. Follow definitions on the front of the Essay Components packet for clarification of each essay component. 
I. Introduction
a. Can good people do bad things?
b. Lord of the Flies, William Golding. Ralph is a main character and the original chief. Jack is an unruly boy who causes trouble. The characters struggle for power. Certain characters use paint/disguises as excuses to act immorally. 
c. William Golding uses Ralph, Jack, and the boys’ disguises to show how innocent people can turn into savages.  
II. Body Par.
a. Golding uses Ralph to show a loss of innocence.
b. “An intense feeling came over Ralph and he ripped at the dark flesh,” (Golding 56). 

c. Even Ralph who was once a promoter of peace and order falls into savagery. 

III. Body Par.

a. Golding uses the dark character Jack to show how savagery can take over.
b. “‘We’ll have rules! Lots of rules and then when anyone breaks them…’” (Golding 12).

c. At the beginning Jack wanted to be orderly and civilized.

b. “‘Go ahead! We don’t need the conch anymore! We don’t need your rules any,’” (Golding 122).
c. Jack has clearly changed from civilized to savage when he denounces the rules. 

IV. Body Par. 

a. The disguises that the characters use also show a change from innocence to savagery. 

b. “Bill and Maurice crept through the forest without the slightest worry. They were transformed by their painted faces,” (Golding 43). 

c. The minor characters that were once good choir boys are now savages. 

V. Conclusion

a. Main characters like Jack and Ralph symbolize a transformation from innocence to savagery. Golding uses the boys’ disguises to show their dark transformation

b. Jack and Ralph were once civilized school boys. Jack completely gives himself up to savagery. Even though Ralph is a leader he loses his innocence. The disguises cause the boys to act immorally. 
c. Without order and a preference for the rules innocent good natured people can become dark savage beasts! 

Rough Draft: Once you’re done with your outline you want to take all of your essay components and transfer them into an actual essay.  This transitional process is your rough draft.  The point of a rough draft is to take the ideas and concepts from your outline and turn them into complete and finished ideas and thoughts using transitional words and complete sentences. You want to take the skeleton that is your outline and add the meat and the body that completes your ideas in each sentence and in each paragraph so that your essay makes sense and flows together smoothly. 
Transitional Words & Sentences: Young writers often get into trouble when going from one idea to the next. Without transitions, a reader is likely to get lost or disinterested. Each paragraph, like the overall body of an essay, needs a beginning, middle, and an end. Start off with simple transitional phrases. Sometimes one or two words will adequately show the development of your thought. Words such as: "therefore" and "finally" signal to the reader that the essay’s message is progressing. As a test, reread the paper paragraph by paragraph; if each paragraph makes sense on its own, the paper is probably incorporating good transitions. If not, identify the abrupt transitions and add phrases or sentences to introduce new ideas.

Example of how to transition from an outline to a rough draft: 
I. Introduction
a. Can good people do bad things?
b. Lord of the Flies, William Golding. Ralph is a main character and the original chief. Jack is an unruly boy who causes trouble. Paint/disguises.
c. William Golding uses Ralph, Jack and the boys’ disguises to show how innocent people can turn into savages.  
Paragraph example with transitions:
Is it possible for innocent people to turn evil?   In the book Lord of the Flies, William Golding shows how innocent people can turn into murderous savages after they are separated from society and order.  At the beginning of the book Golding introduces a group of British school boys who have been stranded on an island. One of the more carefree boys is named Ralph and is eventually voted chief of the group. Throughout the book Ralph is trying to keep order and get the group rescued. However, Ralph’s authority and ideas are constantly challenged by a boy named Jack.  Jack, who was once the leader of the school choir, doesn’t like to be told what to do and is more interested in painting his face and hunting pigs than following Ralph’s orders.  William Golding uses Ralph, Jack, and the boys’ disguises to show how innocent people can turn into savages. 
Supporting Evidence: Quotations and Paraphrasing

Direct quotations must be identical to the original text. They must match the source document word for word and must be attributed to the original author.
Quotation examples: 
· According to Roger Sipher, a solution to the perceived crisis of American education is to "Abolish compulsory-attendance laws and allow only those who are committed to getting an education to attend" (8). 
· In chapter 2 Ralph makes one of the first rules on the island.  He explains, “We can’t have everybody talking at once… I’ll give the conch to the next person to speak.  He can hold it when he’s speaking,” (Golding 33).  

You should not use direct quotations that are longer 5 typed lines.  The majority of your body paragraphs should be your explanation of the supporting evidence, not just a list of quotations.  
Paraphrasing involves putting a passage from source material into your own words. Paraphrased information must also be cited in your essay. Paraphrased material is usually shorter than the original passage, taking a somewhat broader segment of the source and condensing it slightly.
Paraphrase examples: 
· Roger Sipher concludes his essay by insisting that schools have failed to in their primary duty of education because they try to fill multiple social functions (33). 
· In the last chapter of Lord of the Flies, William Golding shows the “darkness in man’s heart” as Ralph weeps in front of the British Naval officer for what the boys had become and had done (202).  
Make sure that each example (direct quote or paraphrased) has the page number where it came from.
Body Paragraphs: Explaining Your Supporting Examples
Writing topic – Explain how William Golding uses symbols in the Lord of the Flies to show an important theme in the book.  

Thesis Statement - a clear precise sentence that addresses all of the parts of the writing topic.  Example:  William Golding uses darkness, the pig’s head, Jack, and Ralph to show how evil can corrupt innocent people.  
Topic Sentence - the first sentence of a body paragraph that directly states one of the points from the thesis statement and acts as the main point of the body paragraph.  Example: Golding uses Ralph as an example of how evil can corrupt innocent people.  

Supporting Example – a specific example from the book that supports your topic sentence and your thesis statement.  Your supporting example is your evidence that proves what you are saying is true.  Example: At the beginning of the book Ralph is carefree and innocent.  Golding describes Ralph as freely throwing off his clothes and dancing on the beach without a care in the world, even though he has been stranded on a deserted island with now way off (10).  

Explanation – an in-depth description of how your example supports your thesis statement. You need to explain to your reader how your example connects to your topic sentence and proves your thesis statement.  A majority of your body paragraphs should your explanation of your supporting examples.  Example:  This early description of Ralph makes it seem as if he is the most innocent and carefree boy on the island.  Therefore when Ralph goes hunting with Jack for the first time it is extremely surprising to see Ralph overwhelmed by the savage desire to kill.  

Supporting Example - “Ralph too was fighting to get near, to get a handful of that brown, vulnerable flesh.  The desire to squeeze and hurt was over-mastering,” (Golding 114 – 115).  

Explanation – The change in Ralph is unexpected.  No one expects the “chief” and the leader of the boys, the carefree laid back Ralph to have such an evil streak in him.  Golding uses the different descriptions of Ralph to show that no one is safe from their evil side.  Even Ralph, the rule maker, the innocent boy on the beach has a dark side and can be corrupted by evil.  

Questions to ask about your supporting example in order to figure out your explanation:

· How is my example relevant to my thesis?

· How does this example support my thesis?

· What details in my example can I explain to my reader in order for them to understand how my example relates to my thesis?  

· Can I use more details to describe my example?  
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MLA Format for Essay Writing

Start your introduction paragraph. Introduce the topic of your paper in a way that makes the reader want to continue reading. The first paragraph should lead your reader logically to the last sentence of your introduction paragraph: the thesis statement, the statement that tells the reader what your paper will prove.

Each body paragraph should support and give evidence to prove your thesis statement. Evidence comes in many forms, such as quotes from relevant, credible people, news articles, studies, documentaries, books, movies, TV programs, magazines, etc.

Be sure to indent each paragraph five spaces (or one tab) to show the reader that you have another piece of evidence or reason to prove your thesis statement.

Do not put an extra line space between paragraphs.

When you cite evidence from outside sources, you need to use quotation marks and parenthetical documentation to show the reader where you found the evidence.  For example, the Purdue website that shows examples of the MLA format states, “Writers who properly use MLA also build their credibility by demonstrating accountability to their source material. Most importantly, the use of MLA style can protect writers from accusations of plagiarism, which is the purposeful or accidental uncredited use of source material by other writers” (OWL Purdue).


MLA Works Cited Page

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/05/

Basic Format

The first-give author’s name or a book with a single author's name appears in last name, first name format. The basic form for a book citation is:
Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. 

Book with One Author

Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. New York: Penguin, 1987. Print.

Henley, Patricia. The Hummingbird House. Denver: MacMurray, 1999. 

How to Format your Works Cited Page:
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III shows that this is the third paragraph of the essay








